LAUNCH CONFERENCE OF THE PROJECT “DIGITAL ECOSYSTEM FOR SUSTAINABLE LEARNING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BUCHAREST - EDIS-UB”
Students, professors and members of the administrative staff of the University of Bucharest will benefit from trainings from external specialists for the development of digital skills

Equipping 16 laboratories of the University of Bucharest with IT&C technology, creating virtual identities for all students at the University of Bucharest and trainings for the development of the digital skills of the university community, just some of the objectives proposed within the project “Digital ecosystem for sustainable learning at the University of Bucharest - EDIS -UB” (EDIS-UB). Funded through the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR), the project was launched on Wednesday, November 2, 2022.

An Advanced Computing Center of the University of Bucharest at Măgurele

Through the project, at the Faculty of Physics of the University of Bucharest, in Măgurele, an Advanced Computing Center (ACC) will be hosted, the infrastructural core of the most performing laboratories of the University of Bucharest, which will be equipped with multimedia servers, computers and applications/software/tools specific to their field.

The center, which represents one of the major investments within the project, of almost 3 million euros, will allow students, professors and researchers to carry out both activities in the didactic area and actions in the research area made possible thanks to infrastructures with high capacities calculation, storage and accounting of data from the ACC level.

Moreover, the creation of this center will represent only one of the achievements provided for in the project, which will contribute to the achievement of its general objective. At the institutional level, the challenge, through EDIS-UB, is the sustainable growth of the institutional capacity and to offer high-quality study programs and a collaborative educational environment, by creating a high-performance digital infrastructure.
16 laboratories of the University of Bucharest will be equipped with multimedia

Through the project that is part of the UB strategy on increasing the quality of educational services through the use of innovative pedagogies with IT&C support, as well as educational services through the development of education infrastructures based on digital systems, 16 study programs from the University of Bucharest, of which two new ones (the BA program “Robotics” at the Faculty of Physics in collaboration with the Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics and the MA program in English “Law of new technologies” at the Faculty of Law) will be revised and updated from the perspective of digitization.

The complete list of study programs that will be digitally enhanced through EDIS-UB can be consulted here.

Each UB student will have a virtual identity

Also, within the project, the GIPAS strategy will be implemented - integrated virtual spaces. Thus, each UB student will have a virtual identity and will have an Individual Virtual Space (SVI) where they will have access to a series of applications, services and resources (digital libraries, documents).

As part of a learning community, each student will be able to access a Collaborative Virtual Space (SVC), composed of colleagues and professors of the faculty to which they belong.

In the University Virtual Space (SVU), all members of the UB academic community can connect, thus facilitating the exchange of information and the merging of multiple resources.

Through GIPAS, the integrated management of students' academic progress and study programs will also be possible.

Last but not least, the students, professors and members of the administrative staff of the University of Bucharest will benefit from trainings from specialists for the development of digital skills.
Launch event of EDIS-UB at the University of Bucharest
The launch event of the “Digital ecosystem for sustainable learning at the University of Bucharest - EDIS-UB” project took place on Wednesday, November 2, 2022. At the meeting moderated by prof. Lucian Ciolan, PhD, vice-rector of the University of Bucharest for Development Projects, Continuous Learning and Educational Infrastructure and coordinator of the EDIS-UB project, took the floor prof. Marian Preda, PhD, rector of the University of Bucharest, Sorin Ștefan Decă, deputy general secretary of the Ministry of Education, and assoc. prof. Radu Gramatovici, PhD, vice-rector of the University of Bucharest for Digitalization and member of the EDIS-UB coordination team.

In the opening of the meeting that took place in the “Ion Mihăilescu” Amphitheater of the Rectorate of the University of Bucharest, prof. Lucian Ciolan, PhD, emphasized that it is an internal launch event of one of the large, financially significant projects of the University of Bucharest, implemented through PNRR.

The event brought together members of the UB academic community, both from the Management, from the project implementation team, as well as representatives of the beneficiary faculties and the Ministry of Education.
“This infrastructure project has some anchors. We are trying to correlate it with other efforts: AEOS (Access to online education for students with social grants from the University of Bucharest) – the project with tablets for students in difficult social situations, program that also provides equipment to the professors who work with these students. And, last but not least, a priority is the connection with the CIVIS European Alliance, where the University of Bucharest is co-leader of the digital and technological transformation hub (Hub 5 Digital and Technological Transformation – CIVIS 2.0).

The EDIS-UB project is dominantly an infrastructure project that will be capitalized for the University of Bucharest to achieve its internal strategic objectives, and last but not least, to become an important player in CIVIS”, said prof. Lucian Ciolan.

Sorin Ștefan Decă emphasized the importance of the program, one of the first funded by the PNRR to begin implementation. At the same time, he pointed out that it is an honor to support universities through such projects “to align labor market and study programs and the use of technological equipment”.

The rector of the University of Bucharest, prof. Marian Preda, pointed out that the implementation of the EDIS-UB project must aim to meet current needs and ensure sustainability in the future.

“As a team, we are at an important moment in the project: implementation. The draft writing and approval procedures have passed, so we are facing a new challenge. Next, we must make joint efforts; on the one hand, let's not get discouraged in the implementation process, which is not at all easy, and on the other hand, let's interact closely together with our partners, with the administration, with the other units involved in less bureaucratic mechanisms for project implementation”, noted prof. Marian Preda
Assoc. prof. Radu Gramatovici, PhD, presented an overview of the EDIS-UB project, focusing on the main elements of the digitization strategy at the University of Bucharest.

The meeting ended with a session of conclusions and debates, as well as a brief presentation of the activities that will be carried out at the University of Bucharest in the following period.

The “Digital ecosystem for sustainable learning at the University of Bucharest - EDIS-UB” project, code 1828329254, with a total value of 43,997,550 lei, has a duration of three years (September 16, 2022-December 31, 2025) and is financed by the National Recovery and Resilience Plan, component C:15, reform 5: “Adoption of the legislative framework for the digitization of education”.
